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HIGHLIGHTS 


February 3-9, 1991 allowed dense fog to develop in inland valleys. By 


week’s end, dry, mild weather prevailed from coast to 
A week of spring-like warmth resulted in 168 record-high coast. However, a cold front sinking through the 
temperature readings, primarily from the northern Plains upper Great Lakes was a harbinger of a return to 
to New England. Weekly temperatures averaged up to 33° wintry conditions in the Northeast. 
F above normal in North Dakota, while several stations 
in Michigan and Pennsylvania shattered former record ' 
highs by more than 15° F. Rain abated in northern Te ee Seen 
California on Tuesday as high pressure ridged westward. Con : nts Hes 3 
One to 3 inches of rain fell during the 4-day wet spell, pene ee ee LESSOR OSS 
barely denting long-term moisture deficits. Subsequent Guay ghee § Sempereture pepercure Yap 
storms were shunted northward into Washington or A ace ms +P ture & P 
disintegrated as they approached the coast. A high Raora.ct Megha a te é 6G M 
pressure dome ruled the Intermountain West with sunny Goctceer @accea alee foe nah Given Cities 
days and clear, cold nights. On Sunday, locally heavy Wat lonal Ageioultural Sa igor 
rain pounded eastern Florida. Thunderstorms erupted on : ce te Sa a eics BE Weather and havieulture 
Monday in eastern Texas, deluging Galveston with over 4 t ribs et a th vs es doles ¢ Bees 
inches of rain. Heavy rain slowly spread into the Ohio e pga oe oe pear ey peated 
Valley by midweek. In California, a stagnant air mass : recsceonraif oe saat etoile asep Sa 

‘Subseription and Mailing Permit Information .. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending February 9, 1991 





RELATIVE NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, 
PERCENT } TEMP. F | PRECIP. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 9, 1991 


RELATIVE JNUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY 
PERCENT | TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 9, 1991 


RELATIVE |NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY 
PERCENT | TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


February 4-10, 1991 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


Warmer-than-normal weather over the 


northern half of the Nation melted the protective 
snow cover and made the wheat crop vulnerable to 


winter kill. 


Rain over the Southeast prevented some 


growers from applying nitrogen topdressing to small 


grains. 


However, these rains benefited the fruit and 


vegetable crops in Florida. 


SMALL GRAINS: Kansas wheat was vulnerable to 
winter kill due to lack of snow cover. Snow 
cover protection on winter wheat in Montana was 
mostly poor with 97 percent (%) of the wheat 
still dormant. Winter wheat and barley in 
Arizona were in mostly good condition with 18% 
of the crop jointed, 2 points ahead of the 5- 
year average. Small grains in Georgia were 
mostly good to fair, with topdressing applied in 
the drier areas. Missouri wheat was in mostly 
fair to good condition. Warm weather in 
Oklahoma encouraged wheat development, but more 
moisture is needed for additional growth. Wheat 
growers in South Carolina were unable to apply 
nitrogen topdressing due to soggy fields. 
Wyoming winter wheat was fair to good, while 
warmer-than-normal weather melted the _ snow 
cover. Arkansas wheat stands in the southwest 
were thin due to being waterlogged. South 
Dakota winter wheat was in fair to good 
condition, with some reports of winter kill. 
Oregon winter wheat began to green in the 
northeastern areas. Texas small grains in the 
Plains showed signs of growth despite dry 
conditions. 


Florida sugarcane planting 
while harvest continued. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: 
was almost complete, 
Georgia and South Carolina tobacco bed 
preparation was complete and the plants were in 
fair to good condition. Open conditions allowed 
producers to complete the cotton harvest in the 
Texas Low Plains. 


‘FRUIT AND NUTS: Arizona grapefruit, lemon, 
tangerine, and Valencia orange harvest 
continued. Navel and minneola harvests were 
complete in the central areas. Florida citrus 
trees and fruit were in good condition. Early 


orange and tangelo harvests were 
Grapefruit movement was active, 

Valencia movement was limited. Some California 
almond orchards in the warmer areas began 
blooming. Bees were moved to these orchards. In 
Riverside County, desert peaches and nectarines 
began blooming, and grapefruit, navel oranges, 
and lemons were harvested. Lemon and orange 
growers pruned dead wood from frost damaged 
trees. Grading and packing of fruit continued in 
New York. Hawaii papaya production remained low. 


slowing. 
while the 


VEGETABLES : Arizona vegetable harvests 
continued in the western and central areas. 
Harvest of winter vegetables in Florida was 
active. Georgia* onions were fair to good. 
Disease problems continued in the southeast due 
to wet conditions. Irish potato and vegetable 
planting began in southern Alabama. California 
spring lettuce planting continued. Strawberry 
harvest began along the southern coast. Hawaii 
ginger root,and Chinese and head lettuce 
production was heavy to moderate. The Texas Rio 
Grande Valley cole crop harvest and spring 
watermelon planting continued. In the San 
Antonio. Winter Garden area, normal progress 
continued for most crops. Spinach quality 
remained poor and the demand was low. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pasture and livestock 
were in mostly good to fair condition. Livestock 
water supplies in Kansas were adequate. Newborn 
lambs and calves in Idaho benefited from the warm 
weather. Idaho hay and roughage supplies were 
adequate, while supplies in Mississippi were 
mostly short. Recent rains in California 
improved livestock water supplies and range 
conditions slightly. Preparation for sheep 
shearing was underway in the Texas Hill Country. 





Correction: 
week’s “January 

Perspective," the 
should have been 
driest), 





In the second sentence of last 
Weather in 


37th 
not 6lst wettest. 


Historical 
precipitation ranking 
wettest (or 6lst 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 

These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop 
and weather conditions important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop 


Bulletins published 


each Monday by NASS_ State 


Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA : Rainfall under 1.00 in. 
less than 0.20 in. elsewhere. 
9° above normal. 

Warmer, dryer weather provided conditions 
suitable for fieldwork in latter part of week. 
Few Irish potatoes, vegetables planted in 
extreme south. Fruit chilling hours mostly 
adequate north, central; short south. Winter 
wheat mostly good. Primary activities: tax 
preparation; planning; equipment repair, 
maintenance; soil testing; pruning, 
fertilization of orchards; turning land; 
fertilization of small grain crops; general 
care, feeding of livestock, poultry, catfish. 


northwest; 
Temperatures 5 to 


ARIZOBA: Sunny, warm 3rd through 6th; 
15° above normal; increasing cloudiness 6th, 
beginning southwest moving northeast, 
sprinkles, light rain central, northeast, snow 
showers northeast mountains, temperatures 
lower; temperatures 3 to 10° above normal; 
Extremes 35°; 85° deserts, 17°; 73° higher 
elevations. Precipitation mostly none to 0.25 
in. north central. 

Cotton field preparations continued; 
activities plowing, listing, pre irrigation, 
applying pre emergent herbicides. Wheat, barley 
good; 100% seeded, 100% 1990, avg.; stands 
established 96%, 100% 1990, 97% avg.; jointing 
18%, 18% 1990, 16% avg. Alfalfa good, harvest 
light; sheeping off light central, west. 
Grapefruit, lemon harvest continued west 
central; tangerines harvested west; sweets 
harvested central; central navel, minneola 
harvests completed; Valencia harvest underway 
central. Mixed vegetable harvest continued 
west, central. 


10 to 


ARKANSAS : Unseasonably warm, 
well above normal. Rain, 
thunderstorms first half of week. 
ve <. Rainfall 0.22¢6 2.551 in. 

Wheat stands in southwest thin due _ to 
waterlogging. Nitrogen was applied to wheat 
stands across the State. Pastures are greening, 
over seeded with clover in northwest. Magnesium 
was placed on pastures in northwest. Quality of 
remaining hay is poor. Pruning of fruits, 
vegetables complete in northwest. 


temperatures 
scattered 
Extremes 22°; 


CALIFORNIA: Week began with strong cold front 
pushing through northern half of State. Locally 
heavy rain fell 3rd to Sth. Southern end of 
State remained dry. High pressure started to 
build mid week along west coast, continued 
through weekend, returning dry weather to 
northern sections. Statewide season rainfall 
totals remain much below normal. 

Open weather permitted good progress field 
activities. Small grain growth improved 
following rains. More rain needed to continue 
progress. Irrigation ongoing where rain scarce. 
Limited seeding continued. Newly seeded alfalfa 
growing well, planting staid underway. 
Established alfalfa received herbicide 
application, irrigation. Green chopping 
ongoing, southern counties. Ground preparation 
spring planted row crops continued. General 
activities included cultivation, fertilization, 
herbicide application, pre-irrigation. 


Vineyard activity steady, growers were pruning, 
tying vines, irrigating, controlling weeds. Some 
new orchard, vineyard planting occurred, central 
valley. Orchard activity steady, growers were 
pruning trees, treating weeds, irrigating. Buds 
began to swell, stone fruit. Some almond 
orchards, warmer areas, began bloom. Bees moved 
to almond orchards. In Riverside County desert 
peaches, nectarines blooming, table grapes began 
bud break. Central valley navel harvest slow, 
limited quantity to processing. Lemon, orange 
growers pruning dead wood, some groves irrigated. 
Grapefruit, navels, lemons harvested, avocado 
harvest steady, Riverside County. Planting 
spring lettuce continued westside. Winter potato 
harvest continued Hemet San Jacinto area. 
Strawberry harvest began, south coast. Lettuce 
harvest continued Blythe area. Cattle on 
supplemental feed. Range conditions poor to very 
poor southern two thirds of State, poor good 
northern third. Water supplies short. Recent 
rains improved water supplies, range conditions 
slightly. Livestock continued grazing crop 
residues. 


COLORADO: Another dry week statewide with 
warmer than normal temperature east, below normal 
temperatures in San Luis Valley, west of 
Continental Divide. Only precipitation was light 
snow at higher elevations in southern mountains 
on 6th to 7th. Temperatures 8 to 12° above normal 
east; 4 to 7° below normal in San Luis Valley, 
west of Divide. 

Calving, lambing are underway with feeding, 
caring for livestock being the major farm 
activity. 


FLORIDA: Dry weather, above 
temperatures, prevailed early in week. 
cold front brought scattered rainfall. Panhandle 
locations received 1.00 to 2.00 in; Peninsula 
locations 0.25 to 0.50 in. Temperatures 1° below 
to 6° above normal. 

Soil moisture mostly 
northern Peninsula; short to adequate central 
Peninsula; mostly adequate southern Peninsula. 
Tobacco growers. maintained tobacco beds, making 
field preparations. Sugarcane planting winding 
down. Sugarcane harvest continued active. 
Panhandle pastures fair to good. Northern, 
central Peninsula pastures poor to_- good. 
Southern Peninsula pastures fair to _ good. 
Pasture ratings: 6% poor, 50% fair, 44% good. 
Panhandle, northern Peninsula cattle poor to 
good. Southern Peninsula cattle fair to good. 
Citrus trees, fruit good condition. Some young 
tree open bloom, spotty older tree bloom. Early 
Orange harvest slowing. Grapefruit movement 
active on East Coast, limited Valencia movement. 
Tangelo harvest slowing. Temple, Honey tangerine 
harvest still active. Cooler weather generally 
welcomed throughout major vegetable producing 
areas. Rainfall limited, mostly widespread 
showers. Ground preparation, planting continued 
active. Harvest winter crops active. Volume 
leaders: Tomatoes, cabbage, peppers, snap 
beans, carrots, celery, squash. Also available 
sweet corn, eggplant, lettuce, potatoes, 
radishes, strawberries. First Homestead potatoes 
dug. 


normal 
Mid week 


surplus Panhandle, 
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GEORGIA: Warm with mostly light rain. 
Temperatures 9 to 12° above normal northern 
half, 5 to 10° above normal elsewhere. Warmest 
around 70° north to mid, upper 70s central, 
south. Lows low to upper 20s mountains; mid, 
upper 30s central, south; upper 40s coast. Rain 
totals under 0.25 in. Soil moisture surplus 
central, southwest, adequate elsewhere. Onions 
fair to good, disease still a problem in 
southeast due to wet conditions. Wheat, other 
small grains fair to mostly good. Farmers 
making special effort to apply nitrogen top 
dress applications to small grains. Tobacco bed 
preparation complete, plants mostly fair. 
Unseasonably warm weather north, causing peach 
trees to bud. Pastures poor to good, mostly 
fair. Cattle, hogs good. 

HAWAII: Continued warm, sunny weather most 
of week. Occasional cloudiness, light showers. 
Crop conditions continued improvement. 
Irrigation stepped up in some areas. Light, 
variable winds 5 to 20 mph. Temperatures mid 
60s to low 80s. Rainfall none to 0.40 in. 

Days suitable for farm work 7.0. Papaya 
production remains low. Ginger root harvesting 
active, heavy. Chinese, head cabbage production 
moderate. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 5 to 15° above normal with 
precipitation well below normal statewide. 

Select areas of east, all of north received 
adequate soil moisture. Remainder of State was 
short. Major farm activities included shopwork, 
livestock care, meetings. Livestock condition 
good. Lambing, calving continuing, with benefit 
of warmer weather. Hay, roughage supplies 
adequate, 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 9 to 11° above normal. 
Precipitation generally none north, central; 
1.00 to 2.00 in. south. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. 
wheat fair to good. 


Winter 


INDIANA: Temperatures 9 to 14° above normal. 
Lows upper 20s to upper 30s, highs low 40s to 
upper 60s. Precipitation 0.40 to 1.80 in. 
Muddy conditions limited fieldwork. Other 
activities: Attending farm auctions, pesticide 
training, selling grain, hauling manure, 
machinery maintenance, purchasing supplies, 
attending meetings, tobacco processing, tax 
preparation, care of livestock. Livestock 
mostly good. Wheat fair to good. Mild week. 


IOWA: Warm weather good for most livestock. 
However, feedlots without cement very muddy. 
Snow cover almost gone, entire State. 


KANSAS : Temperatures 15° above normal across 
State. Precipitation sparse, only few 
hundredths eastern districts. 

Wheat vulnerable winter kill, no snow cover. 
Livestock feeding declined with above normal 
temperatures. Stockwater supplies adequate. 


KENTUCKY: Warm, afternoon highs mid upper 60s 
4th. Cold front on 5th dropped temperatures to 
near normal, produced rainfall. Temperatures 
mid 40s, rainfall less than 1.00 in. southeast 
to over 2.50 in. northeast. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Wet fields 
limited activities. Routine chores major 
activity. Burley sales finishing up. Only seven 
markets remain open. No tobacco placed under the 
loan program so far this season. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 5.8° above normal north 
central to 7.6° above normal east central. 
Extremes 26°; 79°. Rainfall 0.61 in. northwest to 
2.01 in. southwest. 

Main farm activities: Fields are still wet in 
Many areas. Top dressing wheat, winter pastures 
as ground permits. Machinery repairs, 
maintenance was common. Livestock care, planning 
for spring plantings. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Precipitation 
0.44 in. Temperature 47.6°, normal 33.2°. Extremes 
EGty 7S" 

Activities for the week: Repairing fence; 
hauling manure; spreading fertilizer; maintaining 
machinery; tax preparation; caring for livestock. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 0.42 in. Temperature 
47.8°, normal 34.0°. Extremes 16°; 73°. 

Activities for the week: Repairing fence; 
hauling manure; spreading fertilizer; maintaining 
machinery; tax preparation; caring for livestock. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 14° above to 23° above 
normal. Extremes 13°; 57°. Precipitation none to 
0.03 in. across the State. Unseasonably warm 
temperatures persisted throughout the week and 
cooler weather returned by the weekend. Much of 
the snow cover has been depleted, farmers were 
able to perform outdoor chores. Livestock are 
healthy, out in the fields. Feed stocks are in 
good supply. Few fields of corn yet to be 
harvested. Dryers operational. 

Major activities included: fruit tree pruning, 
barn cleaning, purchasing seed for _ spring 
planting, caring for livestock. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 20 to 28° above normal 
for the State. Extremes 3° International Falls; 
63° above at Canby. No precipitation. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperature 8° above normal. 
Extremes 21°; 81°. Temperatures 54°. Wet north, 
adequate moisture central, south. Rainfall 1.17 
in., 0.02 in. above normal. Soil temperature 52°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.6, 0.8 1990, 1.2 
avg. Soil moisture 20% adequate, 80% surplus. 
Pasture 20% poor, 32% fair, 32% good, 16% 
excellent. Livestock 51% fair, 33% good, 16% 
excellent. Hay supply 72% short, 14% adequate, 
14% surplus. Feed grain 14% short, 86% adequate. 
Wheat 9% very poor, 26% poor, 54% fair, 11% good. 
Activities: Feeding livestock, farm planning, 
some fertilizing of winter grazing. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 10 to 15° above normal. 
Precipitation very light except 2.00 in. 
Bootheel, 0.75 in. rest of southeast. 
Wheat fair to good. Farmers 
livestock, preparing for planting. 


caring for 


MONTANA: Record or near record breaking warm 
temperatures statewide. Several locations over 
20° above normal. It was dry except at a few 
western locations. 

Winter wheat 3% very poor, 25% poor, 43% fair, 
26% good, 3% excellent. Snow cover protection 
for winter wheat 78% poor, 14% fair, 8% good. 
Winter wheat still dormant 97%, greening 3%. 
Grazing 79% open, 18% difficult, 3% closed. 
Cattle, calves receiving supplemental feed 97%, 
sheep, lambs 99%. Calving 13% complete, lambing 
10%. 


above normal 
east. No 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 10° 
northwest to 20° above normal 
precipitation. 
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NEVADA: Temperatures above normal. 
St a” Precipitation none to 0.34, 
west central. 

Feeding, caring of livestock main farm, ranch 
activities. Mild weather easing feeding 
requirements. 


Extremes 
most in 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation none to 1.05 in. 
Temperatures high 20s to low 30s northern Maine, 
mid 30s to low 40s elsewhere north, high 30s to 
mid 40s south. Maximum temperatures low 8° 
north to 30° south. 

Major farm activities: 
maintenance, 
from storage. 


General 
tending livestock, 


repairs, 
moving crops 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much above normal, 
42° south, 44° north, 7° coastal. Extremes 22°; 
74°, Precipitation normal north, below normal 
south, coast, 0.85 in. north, 0.34 in. south, 
0.36 in. coastal. -Heaviest 24 hour total 0.64 
in. on 6th, 7th. 

Farmers caring for livestock, tending to other 
normal winter chores. 
NEW MEXICO: Temperatures over the State were 
above normal, 1° above at Los Alamos to 10° above 
at Roswell. Little to no precipitation was 
recorded with 0.01 in. being observed at Los 
Alamos. 


NEW YORK: Spring like weather dominated week. 
Temperatures 15 to 20° above normal in all 
areas. Precipitation very light over most 
areas. Amounts generally 0.25 in. or less. 
Exception was over Southeast where weak coastal 
low pressure produced 0.33 to 0.75 in. of rain. 

Major farm activities: General farm 
maintenance, machinery repair, grading, packing 


fruits, vegetables, making plans for up coming 
season. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 7° above normal 
in the mountains, 10° above in the Piedmont, 8° 
above at the coast. Precipitation none to 2.10 
in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.4. Soil moisture 
3% short, 67% adequate, 30% surplus. Pasture 1% 
very poor, 13% poor, 35% fair, 51% good. Crop 
condition: Wheat 18% fair, 81% good, 1% 
excellent; oats 1% poor, 14% fair, 85% good; 
barley 1% poor, 16% fair, 83% good; rye 1% very 
poor, 1% poor, 16% fair, 81% good, 1% 
excellent. Hay and roughage supplies 2% very 
short, 8% short, 86% adequate, 4% surplus. Feed 
grain supplies 1% very short, 5% short, 93% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Activities: Tending 
livestock; preparing, seeding tobacco plant 
beds; cutting wood; pruning trees; equipment 
repair; top dressing small grains, pastures; 
land preparation; general farm maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 23° above normal 
southwest to 30° above normal northeast. No 
measurable precipitation. 

Soil moisture short. Livestock good, calving 

Started. Hay supplies mostly adequate, good 
quality alfalfa short. 
OHIO: Unseasonably mild weather prevailed 
pushing temperatures 10 to 13° above normal. 
High temperatures low 40s to low 50s. Low 
temperatures freezing to the upper 30s. Colder 
air arrived the night of the 10th. 
Precipitation 0.25 to 1.00 in. with the lower 
amounts in the north. 

Soil temperatures were in the high 30s to low 
40s. Snow cover was eliminated by the mild 
temperatures. Weathdr was good for catching up 
on outside chores. 


OKLAHOMA : Temperatures 7° above normal 
southeast to 11° above normal east central. 
Precipitation none northwest third of State to 
0.40 in. east central. 

Warm weather encouraged wheat development. 

Moisture needed to spur additional growth. 
Cattle good. Feeder steer prices steady to 
slightly higher than preceding week. 
OREGOR : Temperatures above normal entire 
State. Counties just east of Cascades were 
warmest, 7 to 10° above normal. Rest of-State 5 
to 7° above normal. Precipitation heaviest in 
coast range, Willamette Valley, North Cascades 
0.80 to 4.80 in. East of Cascades amounts up to 
0.20 in. were recorded, except high plateau area 
Klamath Falls to Lakeview 0.25 to 0.35 in. 

Soil moisture adequate west, mostly short east. 
Winter wheat starting to green up northeast. 
Pruning, spraying continued on fruit crops. 
Blackberry vines 80% freeze damaged Benton Co. 
Livestock mostly good. Calving, lambing underway 
northeast mountains. Range, pasture mostly poor 
to fair east, fair to good west. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Several record high temperatures 
recorded during week, precipitation just below 
normal. Temperature 42°, 16° above normal. 
Extremes 19°; 69°. Precipitation 0.55 in, 0.06 
in. below normal. 

Activities: Spreading manure; maintaining 
machinery; caring for livestock. 
PUERTO RICO: Island rainfall of 1.57 in. was 
0.98 in. above normal. The highest rainfall was 
10.62 in. at Pico Del Este Luquillo, 4.16 in. at 
Rio Blanco Lower, 3.09 in: at Trujillo Alto. 
Highest 24 hour total was 5.00 in. at Pico Del 
Este Luquillo. Divisional temperatures 75 to 75° 
on the coast, 68 to 73 in. at Interior with mean 
station temperatures 61.4° at Pico Del Este 
Luquillo to 76.8° at Roosevelt roads N.S. 
Extremes 55°; 89°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 8 to 10° above 
normal with record high temperatures set at 
Greenville on 4th, 5th. Rainfall over 1.00 in. 
southern counties to less than 0.25 in. Upstate. 
Flooding continues along several northeastern 
rivers. 

Farm activities: Wet conditions continue to 
slow fieldwork. Most growers unable to apply 
nitrogen to small grains due to soggy fields. 
Debris from Hurricane Hugo remains in many 
waterways causing fields to drain slowly, flood. 
Most soils fully saturated. Tobacco seed beds 
planted in good condition. Most peach varieties 
have received their minimum chilling hour 
requirement. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: State incredibly mild for the 
week. Temperatures 10 to 25° above normal. 
Extremes 60°; 68°.» Only precipitation, 0.25 to 
1.00 in. of snow late in week. 

Most winter wheat fair to good, some reports of 
winter kill. Rye mostly good to fair. Livestock 
in good to excellent. Dry, dusty conditions 
causing respiratory problems in feedlot calves. 
Feed supplies mostly adequate. Stockwater 
supplies mostly adequate. Many reports of short 
to very short. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures 10° above normal. 
Extremes 23°; 73°. Precipitation more than 1.00 
in. above normal west, 0.50 in. below normal 
elsewhere. Western area 2.00 in. on 10th. 

Primary activities: General farm chores, 
maintenance of equipment. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 


HIGHLIGHTS 


February 3-9, 


WESTERN USSR ... Light snow accompanies bitter cold 
over most winter grain areas. 


Beneficial showers cover 
northernmost winter grain areas in Morocco, 
Algeria, and Tunisia. Unfavorable dryness 
continues over southern winter grain areas in 
Morocco. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... 





EUROPE ... An intense winter storm ushers in bitter 
cold and produces locally heavy snow as far south 
as the Mediterranean coast. 


EASTERN ASIA Showers return to the Yangtze 
Valley. Mild weather in the North China Plain 
reduces winter hardiness of dormant winter wheat. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA Seasonal showers continue over 
southern Indonesia. Beneficial rain brings relief 
to the southern Philippines. 





SOUTH AFRICA ... Continuing showers cover South 
Africa's reproductive to filling crops. 


SOUTH AMERICA Dry weather returns to southern 
Brazil. Favorable moisture prevails in Brazil's 
northern soybean and Argentina's primary summer 
crop areas. 





AUSTRALIA 
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Inundating rain falls again in 
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WESTERN USSR ... Light snow (less than 10mm liquid 
equivalent) accompanied bitter cold. Weekly 
average temperatures were 2-4 degrees Celsius (C) 
below normal in the north and 7-12 degrees C below 
normal in the Ukraine and North Caucasus. Lowest 
weekly temperatures ranged from -20 to -30 degrees 
C over most areas, except in the southern Ukraine, 
where lowest temperatures around -15 degrees C were 
reported. In January, unseasonably warm weather 
was accompanied by generally light precipitation. 
Below-normal precipitation covered Belorussia, the 
Ukraine, and the Black Soils Region. Precipitation 
in the Baltic States, the Volga, and the North 
Caucasus was above normal. Although unseasonably 
mild weather during most of January favored winter 
grains, it was replaced by bitter cold which began 
around January 28, persisting through this past 
week. Although a shallow to moderate snow cover 
provided protection from widespread winterkill, 
some damage to winter grains was_ possible, 
especially -in Belorussia, where a shallcw snow 
cover made crops more susceptible to extreme cold. 
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EUROPE ... An intense winter storm developed over 
the region, ushering in bitter cold and producing 
locally heavy snow as far south as_ the 
Mediterranean coast. Greatest amounts of 
precipitation (10-25mm, with local amounts in 
excess of 50mm) fell over southeastern England, 
southern France, western Italy, eastern 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Greece, and southwestern 
Romania. Most winter grain areas in Europe had at 
least a shallow protective snow cover by week's 
end. Weekly average temperatures were 3-6 degrees 
C below normal over the region, reversing January's 
mild weather pattern. In addition, on February 3 
and 4, the cold air penetrated as far south as 
citrus-growing areas of Greece and eastern Italy, 
where minimum temperatures dropped to as low as -5: 
degrees C. In January, monthly average 
EUROPE a temperatures were 2-4 degrees C above normal in the 
5 TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) * north and east, and near normal in the west and 

(25mm = 1 INCH) 0 south. Precipitation in January was generally 
light and below normal across Europe, with the 
CASON JOINT AGRICILTINAL WEATIER FACILITY exception of England, where monthly precipitation 

BASED Oo Pest ininest eavoers. was above normal. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... Showers (10-25mm) continued 
over northernmost winter grain areas in Algeria and 
Tunisia. Winter grain areas further’ inland 
received light rain (generally less than 10mm). In 
Morocco, although significant rain (25-30mm) over 
the north benefited vegetative winter grains, 
persistent dryness continued to stress crops in the 
south. In January, above-normal precipitation 
benefited winter grains in western Algeria and 
Tunisia. Precipitation was below normal in central 
and eastern Algeria. Well below-normal rainfall 
covered Moroccan winter grain areas, and crops had 
to rely on moisture reserves for growth. Moisture 
reserves in Morocco are depleted and timely rains 
will be needed in upcoming weeks as crops advance 
through the highly weather sensitive reproductive 
phases of development. 
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SOUTH AFRICA ... Rainfall tapered off over the 
western two-thirds of the Maize Triangle, with 
amounts generally ranging from 11to 33mn. 
However, isolated, heavy showers (50-91mm) 
continued over western and southernmost corn areas 
of the Orange Free State. January rainfall greatly 
improved moisture conditions across the Maize 
Triangle for reproductive to filling crops, with 
parts of the drought-stricken western Triangle 
receiving more than 200 percent of normal. 
Elsewhere, moderate to heavy rain (25-50mm or more, 
with isolated totals exceeding 100mm) continued 
over crop regions for the eastern Cape Province and 
Natal, reflecting January's trend of near- to 
above-normal rainfall. 
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EASTERN ASIA ... Moderate to heavy showers 
(15-67mm) returned to the middle and lower Yangtze 
Valley this past week, but drier-than-normal 
conditions persisted over rice areas of the 
southern coast. January's near- to above-normal 
rainfall provided beneficial pre-planting moisture 
over most summer crop regions of southern China. 
However, more rain is needed in coastal rice areas 
for next month's plantings. Light to moderate rain 
(1-25mm) fell recently over China's western and 
southern wheat areas, reaching crops as far north 
as Shandong. Weekly temperatures continued to be 
much milder than usual, averaging 2-5 degrees C 
above normal. In fact, weekly temperatures 
averaged 5 degrees C or more as far north as 
southern Shandong, threatening to bring crops out 
of dormancy as much as 3-4 weeks ahead of schedule. 
January temperatures averaged 1-3 degrees C above 
normal but were sufficiently cool to keep northern 
crops dormant. 
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++. Moderate to heavy showers 
(50-100mm or more) continued over Java, maintaining 
abundant irrigation reserves but causing local 
flooding in areas receiving more than 200mm. Heavy 
rain (50-143mm) also continued over southern crop 
areas of eastern Malaysia, but drier weather 
dominated elsewhere, with most primary palm oil 
regions of western Malaysia receiving less than 
10mm. January rainfall was near to above normal 
over most primary crop areas of Indonesia and 
Malaysia, favoring normal crop development but 
causing some local flooding. In the Philippines, 
beneficial rain (25-74mm) brought some relief to 
immature grains in eastern Mindanao, but elsewhere, 
rainfall exceeded 15mm in only local areas. During 
January, rainfall was below normal over most fall 
grain areas, reducing moisture for crop 
development. However, showers brought some relief 
to immature crops in Mindanao toward the end of the 
month. 
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AUSTRALIA ... Widespread heavy rain (100-320mm) 
soaked much of -Queensland, with the heaviest 
amounts (in excess of 200mm) inundating sugarcane 
areas of the east-central coast and extending 
southwestward into the interior. January rainfall 
averaged much above normal in Queensland and across 
much of northern Australia. The recent heavy rain 
aggravated severe flood conditions which have 
affected northeastern Australia. Substantial rain 
(50-100mm) fell over Queensland's southeastern 
summer crop areas and extreme northern New South 
Wales, where near-normal January rainfall boosted 
conditions for unirrigated crops. Dry weather 
prevailed recently in Australia's western and 
southern winter wheat areas, but January brought 
beneficial preseason moisture to the south. 
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SOUTH AMERICA ... In south-central Brazil, dry 
weather prevailed over Rio Grande do Sul, western 
Santa Catarina, and southwestern Parana. 
Substantial rain in late January brought much 
needed crop moisture to Parana. However, the 
recent warm, dry weather again increased stress on 
soybeans and corn in Rio Grande do Sul, where late 
January rainfall missed some important crop areas. 
Summer crops are in the vulnerable reproductive to 
early filling stages of development. In contrast, 
widespread rain (25-75mm) across northern soybean 
areas of Brazil maintained January's’ favorable mL 

moisture conditions. In Argentina, highly variable . JY SOUTH AMERICA 
showers covered the region, but following January's * y TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
weather pattern, western crop areas were the “NS D (Gan=1 mal) 
wettest. In general, adequate moisture promoted \\ ~ FEB 3 - 9, 1991 
favorable crop development in Argentina's primary 
summer crop areas. 
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